
 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

What is the AB v DSHS (“Trueblood”) lawsuit? 
All criminal defendants have the constitutional right to assist in their own defense, which is commonly referred to as 
“competency.”  If there is doubt about competency, the court may order an evaluation to determine the defendant’s 
competency. If the evaluation finds the defendant is not competent, the court may then order them to “restoration 
services” in order to restore competency.  
 
A.B. by and through Trueblood et. al. v Washington State DSHS, No. 14-cv-1178 MJP (“Trueblood”) is a class action lawsuit 
that enforces a person’s constitutional right to receive competency evaluation and restoration services within specific 
timeframes.  In 2015, the Court in Trueblood ordered the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services 
(DSHS) to offer these services within 7 or 14 days. DSHS has not met the Court’s timeframes. 
 

Who is affected by this settlement?  
In Trueblood, class members are all persons who are now, or will be in the future, charged with a crime in the State of 
Washington and: (a) who are ordered by a court to receive competency evaluation or restoration services through the 
Washington State DSHS; (b) who are waiting in jail for those services; and (c) for whom DSHS receives the court order.  
Parties recognize that this new settlement will likely also affect people who were formerly class members or who are at 
risk of becoming class members.    
 

What is the proposed settlement?   
In January of 2018, the parties in Trueblood decided to work together to find creative ways to solve the problem.  The 

parties spent several months talking to stakeholders, including class members and their advocates, and have now reached 

a settlement agreement, subject to Court approval. The agreement requires the State to take action in five substantive 

areas, described below. 

1. Competency Evaluations: Expand forensic evaluator capacity and use an improved data system. 

2. Competency Restoration: Reduce the number of people ordered to restoration services, use outpatient 

restoration programs with residential supports and case management services, and add capacity to existing 

restoration services. The alternate restoration facilities will be closed in phases.  

3. Crisis Triage and Diversion Support: Expand programs in which police and mental health providers work together, 

expand Mobile Crisis Response Teams, increase and enhance crisis triage and stabilization services, and provide 

residential supports and case management services for select individuals involved in these systems. 

4. Education and Training: Expand behavioral health crisis training for emergency dispatchers, jail corrections 

officers, and police, and provide training and assistance to jails on issues affecting class members. 

5. Workforce Development: Develop the use of peer support specialists and work with educational institutions to 

better meet the mental health system’s workforce and training needs.  

The changes described in the agreement will roll-out in phases in different regions of the State.  Phase One will include 

the Pierce, Southwest, and Spokane Regions. Phase Two will be the King Region. Roll-out of Phase Three will be determined 

later.  The agreement also creates a system to monitor what the State is doing and to make sure the changes are working.   

Who represents the class members? 
The lawyers representing class members (“class counsel”) are David Carlson, Kimberly Mosolf, and Alexa Polaski from 

Disability Rights Washington (DRW), 315 5th Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98104, and Christopher Carney from Carney Gillespie Isitt 

PLLP, 600 1st Ave., Ste. LL08, Seattle, WA 98104. 

 

What are your options?  
You now have an opportunity to review the agreement yourself and let the Court know what you think of it.  The Court 

will hold a fairness hearing open to the public, on December 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., in the Federal Courthouse located 

at 700 Stewart Street, Seattle WA 98101 at which time it will consider the comments it receives from people who are 

interested in the agreement, like you. The Court will then make a final decision about whether the agreement is fair, 

reasonable, and adequate.  A copy of the settlement agreement and other useful information is at 

www.disabilityrights.org/Trueblood or you may request the agreement by contacting DRW. You may comment on the 

settlement agreement by submitting written comments to DRW by November 30.  Comments to DRW may be submitted 

via mail, emails or other means.  The comments provided to DRW will be submitted to the Court in advance of the 

December 11th fairness hearing.  

 

How can you get more information? 
Go to www.disabilityrightswa.org/Trueblood or contact Disability Rights Washington 

By mail: Disability Rights Washington, 315 5th Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98104 

By email or phone: Trueblood@dr-wa.org, (206) 324-1521, toll free (800) 562-2702. DRW accepts collect calls from jails.  


