
 

 

 
 

SB 5444: The Trueblood Bill 
What will it do? 
 

1. Creates Forensic Navigator position  
o Help class members access diversion programs and outpatient restoration  
o Provides a “warm handoff” to community providers and support during outpatient 

restoration. 
2. Expands the criminal charges eligible for diversion to treatment instead of arrest 

o Local law enforcement and Prosecuting Attorney Office will develop guidelines on 
which specific charges are eligible, and will include a process for clearing outstanding 
warrants in order to facilitate diversion. 

o There will be an opportunity for the disability community and public defenders to 
comment on these guidelines before it is adopted. 

3. Provides the option of outpatient competency restoration  
o The court can consider a person’s background and other information and decide if 

they are appropriate for outpatient restoration.  There will be certain conditions for 
the person to engage in outpatient restoration 

4. Allows criminal court to dismiss more misdemeanor cases instead of sending them to 
restoration  
o Prosecutor may object to dismissal where there is a compelling State interest. 

Restoration and regular proceeding would follow.  
o These defendants can be referred for potential civil commitment instead of 

prosecution.  
o These defendants would be eligible for the additional services created by the 

Trueblood Settlement Agreement.  
 

Why do we need this? 
 Trueblood Class Members have languished in jail waiting for competency restoration. 

 Instead of prosecuting class members accused of misdemeanors, cases should be 
diverted to treatment.  

 When people are experiencing symptoms of mental illness they need treatment and 
support, not jail.  
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Trueblood Budget Requests: What is on the table? 
 
In order to create real lasting change, we need to adequately fund the programs and services 
required to implement the Trueblood Settlement Agreement, and SB 5444. Below is a list of 
budget requests under consideration by the Legislature. DRW does not endorse these proposed 
budget numbers and is actively monitoring both to ensure they adequately support the 
Settlement  Agreement. This budget will contain funding for Phase 1, (2019-2021), for the SW 
Washington, Spokane, & Pierce regions.  The following table identifies current request level for 
major categories: 
 

 SENATE HOUSE 
 Forensic Navigators 2,667  2,183  

   

 Crisis Services 8,451 5,434 

   

 Intensive Case Management  4,742 4,742 

   

 Additional Competency Evaluators 5,439 4,871 

   

 Outpatient Restoration  3,148 6,416 

   

 Housing Vouchers and Supports 3,962 6,416 

   

 Workforce Peer Supports 404 404 

   

 Misdemeanor Diversion 5,000 11,600 

   

 Training/Technical Assistance for Jails and Police 5,533 5,533 

   

 Forensic Workforce Development 653 653 

   

 Headquarters Staffing 4,041 2,001 

(numbers are in thousands) 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Below are questions that get asked often, let us know if you have more! 
 
 

1. Is the State still paying contempt fines?  
The State has paid a total over $80 million dollars in fines for not complying with the Judge’s 
order to bring wait times within 14 days for competency evaluation and 7 days for restoration.  
Under the Settlement Agreement, the majority of these fines are suspended as long as the State 
complies with the Settlement Agreement. However, the fines can return if the Judge determines 
that the state is not in compliance with the Settlement.  
 

2. What happened to the contempt fines already paid? 
So far, the Court has used these fines to fund 12 diversion programs across the state focused on 
getting past, present, and potential class members the help they need.  Fines have also been 
used to convert a facility on the grounds of Western State Hospital to provide additional 
restoration services beds.  The Court makes the ultimate decision on the use of any remaining 
fines.   
 

3. Why does the State budget request this year include millions of dollars for the 
“Trueblood Settlement”? 

The money requested in the budget is needed to pay for services and programs that will that 
will reduce the time people wait in jail, as required by the Judge’s order. In order to reduce the 
wait times, there must be fewer people with mental illness in crisis going to jail. Instead of jail, 
diversion options with treatment and services must be funded.  Money is also needed to pay for 
more competency evaluators, transitional housing, hospital and community services.  
 

4. Why is there a “Trueblood bill” (SB 5444)? 
The bill makes changes in the law that will help reduce the time people with mental illness 
wait in jail to have their competency evaluated or restored. It does this bye creating “Forensic 
Navigators” to help people transition out of jail.  SB 5444 also allows most more 
misdemeanor charges to be dropped, with Forensic Navigators available to help people get 
into treatment.      

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
5. Tell me more about Forensic Navigators. 
Forensic Navigators are assigned to individuals who have been referred for competency 
evaluation. The Settlement requires they have a maximum case load of 25 so they can provide 
individualized support to each person and a “warm hand-off” to community services and 
treatment.  This position will make recommendations on an individual’s eligibility for outpatient 
competency restoration programs, as well as look for diversion opportunities.  
 
 

6. Are Certified Peer Counselors (CPC) part of the Settlement? 
The Settlement acknowledges that Peers are important and encourages them to be used 
throughout the other Trueblood programs. The Settlement creates a new Peer role called 
“Enhanced Peer Support Specialists.” These are Peers with experience in the forensic mental 
health system, previous Class Members, or individuals who have taken an additional 
credentialing course specific to forensic mental health. This course is not yet developed. 
 
7. Will this go into effect across all the State?  
In order to create quality services and make a big impact quickly, the changes will be rolled out 
in phases. Each phase aligns with the legislature’s biennium in order to lessen the fiscal impact 
and allow for adjustments as needed.  

1) Phase One (2019-2021 biennium): Southwest, Spokane, Pierce Regions 
2) Phase Two (2021-2023 biennium): King Region 
3) Phase Three (2023-2025 biennium): Review of Phase One and Two then either… 

a) Expand or modify the programs in Phase One and Two, 
b) Identify and focus efforts in a new high referral region, or 
c) Some combination of a) and b). 

 
8. Does the Settlement Agreement end after phase three of implementation? 
The  Settlement Agreement will end once the State comes into compliance with the Court’s 
originally ordered wait times for evaluation and restoration. The Court gets to make this 
decision.   
 


